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Attention 
Ke-ep this study together.. 


MAY 2 2 1966 


TOP SECRET 


Dear John: 

Since speaking to yc^/theUttuer day I have had a cliance to 
review the matter o.f the jSS SAN JOAQUIN COUNTY. Admirals Nlouin 
and Calvert have been extremely helpful in filling in the 
background of this difficult question. 

I believe the key issue involved here is the reaction we can 
anticipate in Japan to a discovery of this arrangement. I am 
particularly troubled by the effect that such a discovery might 
have on any renegotiation of the Security Treaty in 197U» Wuile 
I appreciate the case that can perhaps be made that this arrange¬ 
ment is consistent with the understandings worked out with the 
Japanese in 1999, I do not believe that a technical legal argument 
of tills typo will go far toward mitigating the political problems 
if the arrangement is exposed through accident to the vessel or 
otherwise. For those reasons I suggest that wc examine alterna¬ 
tives to the current arrangement and move to reduce this risk to 
our relations with Japan as soon as possible. 


Sincerely, 


/s/ U. Alexis Johnson 
U. Alexis Johnson 
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T^.o Honorable 

John T McHaughton, 

Assistant Secretary of P-Tense, 
Hoon Hk0o 6, The Pentagon. 
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Dear John: 


yc ^ tiicl/itaei 


Since speaking to yq/ thoMtuer day I have liad a cliance to 
review the matter o.t' the jSS SAN JOAQUIN COUNTY. Admirals lilouin 
and Calvert have been extremely helpful In filling in the 
background of this difficult question. 


I believe the key issue involved here is the reaction we can 
anticipate in Japan to a discovery of this arrangement. I am 
particularly troubled by the effect that such a discovery might 
have on any renegotiation of the Security Treaty in 1970• While 
I appreciate the case that can perhaps be made that this arrange¬ 
ment is consistent with the understandings worked out with the 
Japanese in 1999, I do not believe that a technical legal argument 
of tixis typo will go far toward mitigating the political problems 
if the arrangement is exposed through accident to the vessel or 
otherwise. For these reasons I suggest that we examine alterna¬ 
tives to the current arrangement and move to reduce this risk to 
our relations with Japan ns soon an possible. 


Sincerely, 


/s/ U. Alex is Inhume 
U. Alexis Johnson 
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T'no Honorable 

John T McNaiychton, 

Assistant fteerctruy o.i D’ienr ? o ; 
Poo- hY.SX'G, ‘Tie Panfry,on • 
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In reply refer to: 

1-9414/66 


Ambassador U. Alexis Johnson 
Deputy Under Secretary for Political 
Affairs 

Department of State (A*? 

Washington, D. C. 20520 r |a 

Dear Alexis: 
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As per my conversation with you on the "barge," the Secretary has 
approved the Joint Chiefs of Staff recommendation to move the ship 
from its present location to Guam, arriving on 15 July 1966. The 
ship will undergo a three-months overhaul in Guam and then be 
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Ambassador U. Alexis Johnson 
Deputy Under Secretary for Political 
Affairs 

Department of State (A*? 

Washington, D. C. 20520 ( \A 

Dear Alexis: 
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As per my conversation with you on the "barge," the Secretary has 
approved the Joint Chiefs of Staff recommendation to move the ship 
from its present location to Guam, arriving on 15 July 1966. The 
ship will undergo a three-months overhaul in Guam and then be 
permanently stationed in Okinawa, 
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U. Alexis Johnson 


The Honorable 

Jolm T. or Defense for 

AS31 Intormtion.a^Soora-ity Affaire. 
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Dear John:'' 

_•'fiianVa ver J nu fL y ?hi s ' L vna r satisfactorlly 
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desirable. 

Sincerely, 
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U. Alexis Johnson 
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The Honorable 

John T. JfcHaughton, npfonse for 

Assistant Secretary of Defense ior 
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